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The Munin Barkotoki Memorial Trust was set up in 1994 in the
cherished memory of writer, journalist and critic Munin  Barkotoki
to promote the cause of literature in Assamese. Since Barkotoki
was particularly interested in encouraging young talented writers,
the Munin Barkotoki Literary Award was instituted by the Trust
and it has been awarded annually every year since 1995. Up till
now more than 40 promising writers of Assamese have been
decorated with this award. Today, the annual award carries a cash
prize of 50,000 rupees besides a plaque and a citation.

For more details, please go
http://www.muninbarkotoki.org/

Awardees for 2019
Ankur Ranjan Phukan : Hrashanta ta [poetry]
and
Monoranjan Bori : Moh-Jokh [short story]

Awardee for 2020
Abhijit Bora : Deuka Kobai Jay [short story]

The awards will be given away by veteran critic, academician, social
scientist, public intellectual Prof. Hiren
Gohain, who has been associated with
the Trust since its inception. Author of
numerous books, edited volumes and
articles, Prof. Gohain did his doctoral
studies from Cambridge University and
taught English in Gauhati University till
his retirement. Prof. Gohain is one of
the most uncompromising and
outspoken voices of the present time.

At the event, the Munin Barkotoki
Memorial Lecture will be delivered by
Nirupama Dutt, a poet, journalist and
translator, who writes in both English
and Punjabi as well as occasionally in
Hindi. She received the Punjabi
Akademi Award for her anthology of
poems, Ik Nadi Sanwali Jahi (A Stream
Somewhat Dark). Besides poetry
collections, she also has several edited
volumes and anthologies to her credit.

A hugely popular literary and art columnist, Dutt is also a senior
journalist who had started with The Indian Express of which she
was the National Arts Editor. She also worked with The Tribune in
Chandigarh, Women’s Feature Service, The Little Magazine and
the media section of the US Embassy in Delhi. At present she is a
consultant with the North India edition of The Hindustan Times.

Munin Barkotoki Memorial Lecture
Title : The poetics of protest in India

Synopsis: Poetry has been a medium of protest and resistance all over the

world The sub-continent with its plural traditions and sensibilities has never

shied away from differences and arguments. Examples of poetic dissent are to

be found in Vedic hymns and the verses of early classical poets as well as in the

voices of the Bhakti cult in medieval times such as Kabir and Guru Nanak. Voices

of women too have been prominent from Akka Mahadevi to Lal Ded and

Mirabai. South Asia has also seen  the rise of great Sufi poets like Amir Khusro,

Dara Shikoh, Sheikh Farid and Bulleh Shah. Songs and poems of protest were a

celebratory part of the freedom struggle in India. The Northeast has a vibrant

tradition of protest poetry and the Assamese soil has yielded the Miya poetry,

the verses from the tea gardens as well as strong voices of women poets. Young

talent has sprung up as a surprise in the times of the CAA and Farmers’ Protest

reaching out to the people with rhyme and reason exhorting people to hold

onto the syncretic culture that is the part of our very being.


